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INSCRIBED PALMYRENE MONUMENTS IN THE 

MUSEUM OF THE SYRIAN PROTESTANT 

COLLEGE, BEIRUT. 

By Harvey Porter, 

Professor in the Syrian Protestant CoJlege, 
AND 

Charles C. Torrey, 

Professor in Yale University. 

The decipherment of the following inscriptions is substantially 
that of Professor Porter, who also contributed some of the notes. 
The facsimile drawings were made by me from excellent squeezes 
furnished by him. [C. C. T.] 




Female bust. 



j> 





fWlM% 



Alas! Ambai^ the daughter of 
Bara, [son of] Zabd' ateh. The 
year 446 (=134/135 A. D.). 



262 
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The name Ambai, presumably the shortened form of b^H/.U^ 
(c/. the well-known Punic name b3?Z)n/JU<) appears here for the 
first time. 

The napae U<y*l3 is already known. 

II. 

Two busts, male and female, on one stone. The inscription at 
the base:^ 






Selmat and Nebula, the children of Mdliku, son of Nebula, Alas! 
And the date, inscribed between the two heads: 



rap 

490 




In the month QNIN of 
the year 490 (=179 A. D.). 



The Palmyrene proper name ri'^blD (fem.) is already known. 

This first occurrence of the name ^^bljj is interesting. The 
Greek transcription Ne/3oi;X,a9 is found in the inscription dis- 
cussed by Chabot in the Journal asiatique, 1898, pp. 69 sgg., 
and since then by several scholars. The Palmyrene name is there 
illegible. Clermont-Ganneau [Recueil, III, p. 163) proposed to 
restore ^^nblnD (?*. e., &5nb"iaD) ; in this he was opposed by Lidz- 
barski {Ephemeris, I, 83, bottom), who was right, it seems, in 

1 For the sake of convenience, the facsimile has been divided into three lines, although 
on the monument it is in one continuous line. 
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objecting to his restoration, but wrong in proposing to emend the 
Grreek to NejSovi/a?. The second element of the name lJ^b"l23 is 
probably the shortened form of Slbu^, "god;" c/., on the one 
hand, the name {ib^l—S, and, on the other hand, the names 
i^bniT Za^SeXa, ^bl2^T\ {Ephemeris, I, p. 80, below), "^ribn^^i^ 
and TbVilZV^ ; also hZiTih^ EXal3r]Xo^, etc. 

III. 

Male bust. The inscription is illegible. 

IV. 

Female bust. 







»nsbn 
ban 

Tamma, the daughter 
of ffalapta. A las ! 



Both names are now veil known. See the Index to Ephemeris, 
I, and also II, 78 (No. 2). 

V. 
Male bust. 



13 npip 

npip 13 
San 



\ n ^^ « o Qoqah, the son of Sem'on, 

CvJr^ —S 0/« son of Qoqah. Alas! 



The name fiplp occurs in several other Palmyrene inscrip- 
tions; see the references in Lidzbarski's Ephemeris, I, p. 366, 
top, and also No. 7 of this collection. 

Instead of the b of but! the inscription seems to have fl or ^ ; 
a curious blunder. 
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VI. 

Male bust. The inscription is damaged, so that only one 
name is legible. 

-13 



\= 



hj^«^m<^ 



. . . . , the son of ' 6da, son 
of Yarhai. Alas! 



VII. 

Male bust. 

41 wn^ 



nsbn t3 
npip 

bin 



Sehla, the son of Halpat, 
[son of] Qoqah. Alas! 



^<b''Jj<'a3 , transcribed See^Xa, is already known. 

The masc. proper name iHSbn (without final Jj<) occurs in a 
Palmyrene inscription published in 1898 by D. H. Mtlller {Detik- 
schriften der Kais. Alcad. der Wiss. in Wien, Phil, -hist, Classe, 
XL VI, iii). The form is queried by Lidzbarski, Handhvch, 
p. 501, but seems to be rendered certain by this inscription. 

On the name T^'p^p^ see above, No. 5. 

VIII. 

Male bust. 



b-n 



Yedihel, the son of Bonne, 
son of ' Abd' abton. Alas! 



266 Hebraioa 

The first two names are well known. The name in the third 
line looks like a diminutive of t^l3S"l3? , which occurs frequently 
in Nabataean inscriptions. 

IX. 

Male bust. The inscription is no longer legible. 

X. 

Male bust. The inscription is an obvious forgery. The bust 
itself is genuine. 

XI. 

Bust of a woman, with the standing figure of a child behind 
the left shoulder. 






b2n 

Alas! Batf!.airdn, the 
daughter of Male. 



Between the two heads is the word 



^M 



Her sister. 



XII. 



Female bust. 






ban 



Alas! Salom, the daughter 
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Dl5l23 , as a fern, proper name, is already known from one Pal- 
myrene inscription; see the reference in Lidzbarski's Hand- 
hitch, s, V, 

■^^lU^ (c/. the Nabatsean 1123lU^ Av<ro<;) is also known. 

On the other side of the head is the date : 






1 ur 

63 

The first day of Tisrt, 
in the year [5]63 (= Octo- 
ber, 251 A. D.). 



The "• and 1 of the word UY are made almost exactly alike; 
cf. the inscription published in the Journal of the Am, Or. 
Society, Vol. XXVI (1905), p. 105. 

The spelling of Tisri with final U< is remarkable. The squeeze 
shows the letter distinctly. 

In the number of the year the hundreds are omitted. Judging 
from the type of the characters used in the inscription, it dates 
from the sixth century of the Seleucid era. But is there any 
other example of such an omission? 

XIII. 

Male bust. 

bnn 

Moqtmu, the son of 
Taimarsu, [son of] 
Tainia, Alas! 






Note the ligature of the ^t\ , in lines 2 and 3. 
The name 5C?7JTl , which occurs here for the first time, is 
probably an abbreviation of the well-known T)2S'^2'^T\ . 
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XIV. 



Male bust. The inscription is badly executed and somewhat 
damaged. 

^JQ^Jbil cp-3Db[::] 

Bast of NRQS, the son of Salman[f\ [son of] Marqelle (Alas!); 
tvhich his brother Taima, son of Qalliste, made for him. 

The name Cp"'] occurs here for the first time. Probably 
Nkrcissus Na/o/ci(7cro9? Cp^ij = Nap/caZo? is already known; see 
Lidzb., Handbuch, p. 502; Ephemeris, I, pp. 205, 242. 

The ending of the second line is quite indistinct, but it seems 
most likely that only one letter was written after the '2 , and that 
that letter was "j . 

The name ^bp^'2,=^ Map/ceXXe, Marcellus, is known from an 
inscription published by Dr. Spoer in Vol. XXV of the Journal 
of the Am. Or. Societij^ pp. 317 sq. It occurs also in No. 15, 
below. 

The name Jj^OCbp (apparently KaWtcrre) occurs here for the 
first time. 

XV. 

Male bust. 






)!CjT2 uhi 

sbpn:^ ^2 
bar 



Bast of Ma' na, the freedinaa of Borpa, son of Marqelle. Alas! 
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Ma'na has been known as a Nabataean proper name. The 
forms ">■■- , ''j^'2 , and ^jT2 are known from Palmyrene inscrip- 
tions. 

On the name JJ^bpTj, see above, No. 14. 



I take the opportunity to add here the readings of a few Pal- 
myrene inscriptions recently in the possession of the dealer Aziz 
Khayat, of New York City. They have now passed into other 
hands; I do not know where any one of them is to be found. 

Those lettered A and B I myself saw and copied. The read- 
ings are all certain. For C and D I have tolerably good squeezes, 
furnished by the dealer. From these I have made the accom- 
panying facsimiles. For E I have only drawings, sent me by 
Mr. Khayat. [C. C. T.J 



A. 



Male bust. 



^3 l^niji Gadarsu, the son of 

*in UibS Male, son of Han- 

.....^ nlna, Alas! 

The name 5annina has heretofore been known from only one 
inscription; see Ej^hemeris, I, p. 347 C, and cf. also II, p. 79. It 
occurs also in two of the inscriptions, C and D, which here follow. 



B. 



Female bust. 



T02, K'-pS Aqme ('Akjuj;), the daugh- 

bjn "p'J ter of Maqqai. Alas! 



Both names are known. 



C. 






bun 



Habba, the daughter of Hanmna, Alas! 
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A part of the letter tl in the r\3 is wanting in the squeeze. 
From the portion which is distinct it seems quite certain that the 
letter could not have been "1. On the use of T\'2 (without "l) in 
this and similar cases, see the Journ. Am. Or, Soc, XXV (1904), 
p. 321. It is not at all likely that a compound name, Bat- 
^[annina, is intended. 

D. 



I 






213 m 
bnn 

Of [MDT, [the daughter 
of] GRB * * , the wife of 
Hannlnaj [son of] [Y]arliai, 
Alas I 



The name nTJJ (or r\'ni25) is known only from one Nabatsean 
inscription (Lidzb., Handbuch, s. v.). 

The beginning of the third line is indistinct on the squeeze. 
Before the b^ stands a letter which is apparently b, but might 
conceivably be S. ■• and 1 are also possibilities. Just before 
this are traces of another letter which probably formed the begin- 
ning of the line. The curved terminal stroke (if really original) 
suggests especially S or p or IH, but there are other possibilities. 

The manner of beginning the inscription (with b) is remark- 
able. 

E. 

Two inscriptions which contain the same three names. 

(1) 
bsfl Alas! 

[jy] pn piniU^ 'ABROQ,[thesonof]MBN, ['Og- 

r-,h-.-jh.*|*-| ^"5^^^^ iA 9]^ <*^^ Selmat, [his] children. 
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(2) 
U^wi^ b^n Alas! 'Oggaand 

r.,!^^ n^^blTl Selmat, the childT{en] of 

.^ p^^2^ 'ABROQ [son of] HBN. 

The name pT^SlS^ (pll^Ut ?) is the same one which occurs in the 
interesting inscription recently published by Littmann {Semitic 
Inscriptions^ 1904, pp. 66 sqq, ) . The etymology and pronuncia- 
tion of it are still quite problematic. 

The name "jSn has heretofore been known from a single Naba- 
taean monument. In inscription (2) the drawing of the H is 
defective, the letter looking more like T\; but in (1) it is plain. 

The last two letters of lines 2 and 3 appear to be missing, in 
No. (1). The 15^ of [IS^]3J is fairly ' distinct, and the drawing 
could hardly be that of any other letter. The ^ in this name in 
No. (2) seems certain, and is ligatured with the following j, but 
as the form of the letter as drawn is a little ambiguous I have 
marked it with a dot. The other letters of the inscriptions are 
all unmistakable. 



